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SUBJECT: Open Systems Implementation

The Department is committed to establishing an open systems environment
for its information systems. This open systems environment will have a technical
architecture based exclusively on Federal standards for open systems. The following
policies should be implemented to support the Department’s open systems
implementation:

1. The Defense Comrnun~c?tions Agency will develop a pianning
methodology for transition to a standards based, open systems
environment.

2. All DoD Central Design Activities wiH perform self-assessments of their
software development processes to establish a baseline of software
practice. This information is essential in deve!o ing open systems

iImplementation schedules. The structured met odolo
?’

for assessment
of software development recesses developed by the So tware

!Engineering Institute wi I be used for these self-assessments.

3. Only testing tools and methods specifically a proved by the National
$Institute for Standards and Technology (NIS ) shall be used for

Government O e+ SystemS Interconnection Profile (GWXP) conformance
Eand interopera dlty testing within the Deparbent of Defense.

The Defense Communications Agency’s Center for Infoaation Management
will provide centralized support for implementation of these actions.
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